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Database-A database is a collection of information that is organized so that it can be easily
accessed, managed and updated. Computer databases typically contain aggregations of data
records or files, containing information about sales transactions or interactions with specific
customers.

How to Link a Database to a Web Page

The content of any website for a business or organization comprises data, including text,
images, media and numerical values. Using a database to store this data is an efficient
approach for many sites. If your site's data is stored in a database -- for example, using a
database management system such as MySQL -- you may face the task of presenting the data
within your Web pages. This process involves connecting to the database, querying it for data
and presenting the data in HTML, often by using a server side scripting language such as PHP.

1

Prepare your database user account details. Database systems use accounts, with specific levels
of access to each user. Your account details should include a username and password. Locate
these details, if necessary copying them into a file. You will also need the name and location of
your database. Find all of these details before you start coding. Your Web host should be able
to help you with this information if you cannot find it.

2

Connect to your database. You will need to use one or more server side scripts to connect to
your database. The following example code demonstrates making a database connection to a
MySQL system within a PHP script:

You will need to alter the host address, username and password to reflect your own account.
The process for making a connection is similar for other database systems and programming
languages.

3

Query your data. In most cases scripts use SQL (Structured Query Language) to retrieve
specific sets of data from databases. These SQL queries can execute from inside a server side
script. The following sample query demonstrates retrieving all records in a table named
"Customers":

SELECT * FROM Customers

The following code demonstrates executing this query in PHP:

$customer_result = mysql_query("SELECT * FROM Customers");
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The variable contains the result data following the query.
4

Output your data. Once you retrieve the data from your database, you can present it within
your site pages, which are structured in HTML markup. The following code demonstrates
writing the query results into a page within HTML structures:

while($customer_row = mysql_fetch_array($customer_result)) { echo "

".$customer_row['CustName']."
ll; }

In this case the while loop iterates through each record in the "Customer™ table, writing the
value from a "CustName" field into the page as part of a paragraph element. You will need to
alter the code to reflect the fields in your database table and the HTML structures you want to
display them within.

5

Test your script. Once you have your database connection script complete, or partially
complete, upload it to your server to test it. If you encounter errors, check your database
account details as well as the structure of your tables. Once you have established that you can
connect to the database successfully in your script, you can build on the basic code to present
your data to site users.

Here is how to create a connection to a MS Access Database:

Open the ODBC icon in your Control Panel.

Choose the System DSN tab.

Click on Add in the System DSN tab.

Select the Microsoft Access Driver. ...

In the next screen, click Select to locate the database.
Give the database a Data Source Name (DSN).

Click OK.



